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Author Spotlight
More on the Witherill Hotel by Sue Howell Hamlin

I've been very pleased to learn that readers have enjoyed

Welcome to the MtherilL Many people have asked how I
happened to write this book.

When my mother (Mary Howell) broke up housekeeping in
2000, moving to northern Virginia with my sister, Bonnie and

I helped go through household items and make. tough deci-

sions about what to keep and what to toss. Wheh we got to
my dad's offrce and storeroom, there were boxes of photos,

newspaper clippings, scrapboo'lcs and other items pertaining
to the Witherill Hotel. When I asked Mom what she wanted

me to do with all of that "stuff," she quickly said, "throw it
outi" My reply was that I couldn't do that. So I toted it all
back to Elmir4 where it stayed in my basement for fourteen
years (until my project began). I can only hope that my mom
and dad, my grandparents and great-grands would be pleased

with the end product.

Old friends, Don and Barb Benjamin (The Royal Savage

Inn), were really the inspiration to get moving on the project.

At Don's urging, Ireallrz:ed that I did indeed have plenty of
material for a book about the Witherill and the Howells, and

got to work in the fall, 2014. A year later, Welcome to tle
Withefillmade its debut at CCHA

Post book production - further digging through those old pa-

pers has tumed up interesting information about my great-

grandfather, Major William T. Howell who leased, in 1884,

and then purchased the Witherill House in 1886. My book
relates how Howell was keeper of the Senate Restaurant

starting n 1872 for about three years, and then went to work for
the U.S. Customs Department, which is how he happened to
arrive in Plattsburgh after a stint in Ogdensburg. From Customs

he went to the Treasury Department, but was still assigned to
Plattsburgh as his base of operation.

Major V/illiam T. Howell was in govemment service for about
20 years, resigning when the govemment arranged his hansfer to
San Francisco to help enforce the Chinese Exclusion Act
(enacted in 1882 by President Chester Arthur). Among some of
the papers, I discovered the government's proposed travel plans

for V/illiam T. in 1891; taking him south, through Panama
(before the canal existed) and then by ship, the rest of the way to
San Francisco, where his headquarters

were to be located.

I can only surmise that these plans

didn't sit well with him, as he was

well settled in Plattsburgh by that

time, and must have decided to
retire from government service

and continue to operate the With-
erill (with its 18 rooms and one tin
bathtub).

From correspondence to his wife,
my great-grandmother, Sarah, I
discovered that great-grandfatJrer

William T. Howell enlisted in the
New York Militia in Syracuse in

1863 at the age of 20. From fur-
ther correspondence, I am hoping
to leam more about his military
service during the Civil War. William Howland, Jr.

Further, I am still
:. H o:w c l l,F q,/tib' e o$e eti'qa

sorling through
many letters, papers, and govern-

ment reports from the 1870s through the 1890s, mostly hand-

written, that I discovered in a large tin box with flaking black
paint. Painted on the lid in red and gold is the description Tutti
Frutti Cash Box. I surelywonder where that came frorn

The moral of this story is - don't throw away old documents you
find in a relative's attic or basement. You may just have the

makings of a book, if not to publish but to share with family, and

hopefully learn a little more about your family roots.

Image from Witherill Hotel Stationary, 18Bj
2013.071.0001 - CCIIA Collection
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Announcements

Year-End Annual Appeal Results
1n201,5, the Yew-End Annual Appeal generated approximately $6,200! A sincere thank you to those ldro were

able to contribute. This is a record amount for the Association. Please think of us again this August. Every little
bit counts!

Committee Projects
We are one of TFIE busiest non-profit organizations in Clinton County. With just one paid staff member, the

majority of our human resources are secured through volunteers. These faithful individuals dedicate hours of
their time working with our Director to plan and execute strategies to increase fundraising efforts, develop new

exhibits and educational progtams, secure and promote collections, build community outreach efforts, and so

much more. Major committee projects this year include preparing for the Suffrage Centennial, a Porch

Renovation Project, planning for the 2017 "Plattsburgh Idea" Commemoration, developing a S-year exhibit
schedule, and securing partners for our new school outreach programs.

Volunteer Accomplishments
Every yoar, our volunteers go well beyond their call of duty, many of which are fulfilling the duties of several
jobs! While their accomplishments are almost too many to name, 2015 was a very special year for the

Association's collection of artifacts. Thanks to our dedicated collections team, Staff Volunteers: Jan Couture,

Victoria Evans, Roger Black, Mary Nicknish, Louise Patinelli, Theresa Passantino, Julie Dowd, Penelope Clute,

Elizabeth Rogers, and SUIry Plattsburgh Interns: Mikayla Ploof, Andrew Tedford, and Grace Carlin, the
Association now has an additional2,S0D artifacts documented and scanned in the permanent and education

collections.

Bluff Point Lighthouse Renovation
If you follow the Bluff Point Lighthouse Facebook page, you may have seen the tremendous amount of work

completed at the Bluff Point Lighthouse on Valcour Island. Thanks to the Department of Environmental Conser-

vation, the Bluff Point Lighthouse has undergone a complete facelift! Roger Harwood and his team of volun-

teers will continue to oversee the opening of the lighthouse this season. If you are interested in volunteering at

the lighthouse, please contact our Director. It's a wonderful opportunity to meet people and enjoy the beautiful

views of Lake Champlain.

Trustee Highlights

In 2016, CCFIA welcomed two new Trustees

to the Board - Bernie Bassett and Jules

LaPoint. These gentlemen bring a wealth of
knowledge to our Association. Bemie recent-

ly retired as Town of Plattsburgh Supervisor,

and we welcome his interest in history and his
leadership experience. As an educator in a

previous life, he currently sits on our Educa-

tion Committee. Jules LaPoint is the Resident

Hall Project Manager at SLINY Plattsburgh,

and he hit the road running at CCHA by gen-

erously applying his experience and expertise

as Chair of our Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee. Jules and Bernie replaced John Con-
ley anii Luke Cyphers. John \r'as our prevlous Buildings and Grounds Comrnittee

Chair and Luk* was a memher of our Communications and Outreach Committee. We rvish them both r.veil

and thank them fur their manSr **ntributions to CCHA. Officels eleoted for 2016 include Helen Nerska,

President; Geri Faweau, Vice Fresident; William l-aundrrv, Treasurer; and Jan Couture, Secretary.
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Collections News

As part of a large scale inventory project in progress at the Association's Museum, Collections

Volunteer, Penny Clute recently discovered a large box marked, "Plattsburg Military Training Camp."

Within the bo>L a 18"x12.5" ledger book marked "Invoices" was discovered. Upon further investigation,

the ledger was discovered to be a scrapbook, highlighting the service history of a Captain Edwin Serre

Murphy. Captain Murphy trained as an officer at Plattsburgh in the May 8,1917 Officers' Military Train-

ing Camp. The United States declared war on Germany just a month earlier. He graduated from Fordham

University in 1914 and Fordham Law Schoollr'lgl7.

Murphy was ordered to France on August 22,1917 with the American Expeditionary Force, Second

Provisional Regiment, as a2ndlieutenant in the Field Artillery. His scrapbook begins with his

acceptance into the Plattsburg Training Camp and his train ticket here. There are more than

50 pages that document his movements through the end of the war

on November l l, 1918, and beyond to a U.S. Army Horse Show in
Germany in March, 1919, and his Honorable Discharge in July
1919.

The scrapbook and tts 125 items ure now fully accessioned into

CCFIA's collection. Highlights include: many maps with
hand-drawn trenches and troop placements, for battles throughout
1918, including several marked "secret;" printed Order No. 232

from General Pershihg to the First Army on December 19, 1918

phrased as a "tribute to the victory of the First Army in the

Meuse-Argonne battle . . . the last campaign of the war . . . ;" hu-

morous memos and poems for 1918 Christmas celebrations; and an

1l page, single-spaced unattributed manuscript entitled "On Active
Service with the A.E.F. What was done: Why it was done: How it
was done." Since everything else in the scrapbook is specific to
Captain Murphy, it is more than likely that he wrote this.

As a Collections Volunteer at the Association, Penny Clute took on

the task of inventorying, then scanning, each piece of the scrap-

book so that all is readily accessible to the public. Recently, she

located Captain Murphy's granddaughter, who lives in Connecticut
and did not know of the scrapbook's existence. She did know her

grandfather fought in WWI, and we found her because she posted

some photos of him in uniform on the internet. She told us that

after the war, he practiced admiralty law in New York City.

\r/

PAGE 3



PAGE,1

${***.

NORTH COUN'fRY NOTES ISSUE #417

New Acquisitions Fund Announced

In honor of the 70il'birthday of Helen Allen Nerska, President of the Clinton County Historical
Association (CCIIA) Board of Trustees, family and friends made contributions to CCIIA to establish a

fund for acquisition of objects for accession. This fund will allow the Association to purchase an object

(document, letter, map, photo, book, etc.) relevant to the history of Clinton Counfy and not available

through donation for inclusion in the CCHA Museum collection.

The majority of objects preserved in the Museum's collection are the result of the generosity of the

residents of Clinton County. However, there are those occasions when a relevant object to the Coun-

ty's history becomes available through auction (e.g. Ebay) or private sale. It is precisely with regards

to these opportunities that this fund was established.

To date, approximately $5000 has been donated to the fund. It is the intention of the Association to
accept donations to the fund on an ongoing basis. Anyone interested in making a contribution to this
fund should feel free to do so at arry time. Simply indicate in some fashion that your donation is to be

applied to the Helen Allen Nerska Fund. Periodically, objects purchased through the fund will be

featured on the CCHA website www.clintoncountyhistorical.org and Facebook Page (Clinton County
Historical Association).

Please mail your tax deductible donation to CCHA, 98 Ohio Ave., Plattsburgh, NY 12903.

For more information, call 561-0340.

Looking Back: North Country Notes, May 1966
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Summer Events

SATURDAY, JULY 2, and SATURDAY, JULY 9
9 AM-2 PM at the City of Plattsburgh Parking Lot Pavilion

History on the Go - Outreach Event
Members of the Clinton County Historical Association Outreach and Fundraising Committees will be

participating at the Farmer's Market in Plattsburgh to promote new books, gift merchandise, volunteer

activities and upcoming events. If you haven't yet, stop by. We would love to meet you!

TUESDAY-FRIDAY, JULY 12-15,9 AM - 3 PM at the Museum
Civil War Youth Camp

Cost is $50 per camper. Designed and instructed by local educator, Matthew Hewson. For ages 9-14.

Please call 518-561-0340 to pre-register. Sponsored in part by the Stewarts and Chapel Hill Foundations

and Bill Ryan.

TUESDAY-FRIDAY, AUGUST 16-19,9 AM - 3 PM at the Museum
lilWUCitizen Soldier Youth Camp

Cost is $65 per camper. Designed and instructed by local educator, Matthew Hewson.

For ages 9-14. Please call 518-561-0340 to pre-register. Sponsored in part by the Stewarts and Chapel Hill
Foundations and Bill Ryan.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, Starting at 6 PM at the Plattsburgh Public Library
Introduction to Genealogt with Julie Dowd

The Clinton County Historical Association is partnering with the Plattsburgh Public Library and the North-

ern New York American-Canadian Genealogical Society to present a program covering the

*p,eas-,i,itb,?ilff:1fl:ffi:L"fJq,Iii5:?ffffi"1'*::mi"",l:1ff1ix*iTau scneoure*

In Memory of Joseph S. Congelosi

Joseph S. Congelosi, Jr.
1982 - 2016

'We 
are saddened to report the tragic death of

CCHA Board Trustee Joseph Congelosi, Jr. on

May 22"d. Joe was a dediiated mimber and

loved researching and sharing the

history of our county. He will be missed.

His family has requested that donations in his
memory be given to the

Clinton County Historical Association.

Helen Nerska
President

Ar{ 0rr * t
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Bechard's Farm Equipment, LLC
Canadian Studies Department, PSUC

Blue Mountain Books & Manuscripts
Bushey's New & Used Furniture
Lake Champlain Basin Program

Empire State Coca-Cola
Corner-Stone Bookshop
Koffee Kat Espresso Bar

Willliam G. Pomeroy Foundation
Town of Plattsburgh

Cliff Haven Homeowners Association
Yando's Big M Supermarket
Bridge Street Auction Service

North Country Chamber of
Commerce

Mac's Safe and Lock
Calongne Security Systems

Christian Balen,IT
Aubuchon Hardware

Tedfords Mobil
Maggy Marketplace Pharmacy

Saranac Country Store
Saranac Hollow Woodworking

William G. Pomeroy Foundation
James C. Smith & Son

Chapel Hill Foundation
Stewart's Shops

D&D Meats
PepsiCo

2015-2016 Business Sponsors and Grantors

Ted Comstock Appraisals
William H. Miner Institute

Rulfs Orchards
Lake City Books

Stewart's Foundation
Hannaford Supermarkets

Plattsburgh Public Library
Town of Saranac

City of Plattsburgh
Clinton County
Lake City Books

Primelink
TPC Landscaping

Cook and Gardener

Memberships, Donations and Other Support Received September 7r2015 through June 1,2016

Robert and Mary Adams, Jane Alexander, Derek and Helen Allan, Jill Allen, Marjorie Allen, Art and Renee Allen, Carol Allen, Dick and

Lucille Allen, Paul and Vickie Allen, Peter and Eileen Allen, Ron and Carol Allen, Rose Allen, Tom and Carol Allen, Allen Co. Library,

Donald and Carol Ambrose, Ara Asadourian, Jane Hagar Babbie, Bill and Kathy Baggs, Jim and Anne Bailey, Jack Barrette, Bemard Bas-

sett, Gerald and Darlpn Bates, Jack and Donna 8e11, Don and Barbara Benjamin, Eleanor Berger, Rod and Christine Bigelow, Maria and

Ryan Blondo, Heather and Robbie Boire, Kit and Sally Booth, Jennie and Alan Booth, Bob and Helen Booth, Emily Bomstein, Tom Braga,

Eileen Brewer, Dick and Connie Brogowski, Brown Funeral Home, Angela Brown and Kellum Smith, Carolyn Burakowski, Edgar and Emi-

ly Burde, Bruce Butterfield, Caterpillar Foundation, Susannah Chang, Anne Chapple, Mark Christiansen, Jim Ciborski, Jane Claffey, Tilly

and Richard Close, John and Penny Clute, Jim and Susan Coffey, Shirley Coffey, Joe Congelosi, Paula Cormier and Sarah Gooley, Linda

Lee Coryer, Jan and Dave Couture, Bill and Pat Crosby, Adam and Larissa Crosley, Charlie and Sue Crowningshield, Richard Daly, The

DAR Library, John Dawson, Dominick Day, Heidi Dennis and Roger Columbus, Msgr. Lawrence Deno, Nelson Disco, Anne Doherfy, Ger-

ald and Ruth Dominy, Bob and Mary Donlan, Barbara Dorrance, Julie Dowd, Janet Downs, Kathy and Don Duley, Janet Duprey, Rachel

Dutil, Vickie Evans, Melissa Facteau, Geri Faweau, Connie Fisher, Charles Foell, Mason and Joan Forrence, Peter and Cornelia Forrence,

John and Barbara Gallagher, Sally Gibson, Gina and Maurice Gilbert, Maurica Gilbert and Noel Sowley, Rod and Dodie Giltz, David and

L1,nne Glenn, Morris Glenn, Glens Falls National Bank, Bill Glidden and Martha Bachman, James Gonyo, Dorothy Gregory, Carol Hackett,

Linda Hagar, Robert Haley, Pat Hamlin, Barbara Har! Roger Harwood, Jim and Ellie Hays, Bob and Evelyn Heins, Judith Heintz, Matt

Hewson, Patricia Higgins, Honey Hollen, Linda Hormes, Ron and Pam Howard, Mick Jmvis, Amold and Theresa Jensen, Robert and Bonnie

Jensen, Ray and Lola Johnson, Euclid and Susanne Jones, Lois and Albert Kasenter, Caroline Kehne, Richard and Susan Kelley, Bill Kelting

and Jane Saxe Kelting, Gail Kemp, Sheila Kingston, Kinneston Associates, Inc., Carole and Harold Klein, Carol Klepper, Debbie Kloster,

Robert Kovacs and Mary Hildebrand, John Krueger, Willian Krueger and Suzy Johnson, Andre and Paula Lacombe, Mary Lacombe, Pierre

Lacombe, Violet and Ignatius Lacombe, Dan Ladue, Michael LaFontaine, Arthur LaJoy, Connie Lalonde, Jules LaPoint, Bill Laundry,

League of Women Voters of the N. Country, Frank and Barbara LeClair, Marina Lee, Bill and Beverly Leege, Martha and Bill Levy, Brinley

and Dorothy Lewis, Jim Lindgren, Roland and Marty Lockwood, Marcia and CJ Madonna, Steve Martin, Colin McDonough, John

McGaulley, Ron and Barbara McGee, Ron and Ann Merkley, Jim Millard, Howard and Myma Miller, Miles and Kelly Moody, Henry Mor-

lock and Ursula Jones, Ruth Movry, Jim and Janet Mumane, Peggy and Brian Murphy, Anna Nardelli, Merrie Nautel, Richard and Nicole

Nelson, Alex Nerska, Andy Nerska, Helen Nerska, Chris and Sandra Neuzil, Sylvia Newman, Mary Nicknish, Alexander Noble, Northern

Insuring, NYS Library, Paulette Olmstead, Don Papson, Celine Racine Paquette, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Pat Parker, Louise Patinelli, John

Patterson, Sharon Pavone, Peru Central School, Peru Pharmacy, Frank Perusse, Plattsburgh Professional Firefighters Benev. Assoc., Colleen

Prescott, Vincent Puliafico, Pearlie Rabin, Mary Racicot, Patricia Racine, Stan and Chris Ransom, Cindy Raper, Geri Rickert, Ellen Riley,

Mary Riley, Helen H. R. Robert, Bill and Bunny Rowe, Tom Rumney, John and Judy Russell, John and Jean Ryan, Kevin and Mary Ryan,

Jackie Sabourin, Herbert Sanders, Saranac Restoration Committee, Kathy Schumacher, Margaret Schwartz, Roby Scott, Ann Nerska Sheri-

dan, Doug and Evelyne Skopp, Ann and Peter Slocum, Fred Smith, John and Joanne Southwick, Beth Spaugh, Valerie Stanley, William

Stansbury, Jeff and Janet Stephens, Stewart's Foundation, David and Saundra Stortz, Roberta and David Sullivan, Mike Sullivan, Jack Swan,

John and Louise Tanner, Town of Ausable, Town of Peru, Town of Jay, Jaimie Trautman and Ginny Brady, Lee Turner, Bill Umbreit, Gary

and Billie VanCour, Gary and Chris Vaughn, June Venette, Village of Dannemora, Village of Rouses Point, Stuart and Linda Voss, Mary-

Anne and Jeff Ward, Sid and Jan Ward, Steve and Sue Welch, Kay Wellman, Bill and Lucy Wilson, Peter Wollenberg, Bill and Carlene

Wood, Emily Wood and Matt Keller, Len and Joanne wood, Nate and Leslee Wood, Margot Zeglis, Terrence and Michele Branon, Richard

Daly, Grace Drummond, David and Mary Hinsman, James and Patricia McCartney, Linda McGuire, Elizabeth and Tom Metz, Gil an

Ellie Murray, Alex and Shannon Nerska, Chris Nersk4 Nancy Olsen, Jack and Joanna Orr, Marianne Rector, Frank Rivers, Daniel and

Maureen Sheehy, Town of Clinton, UFirst Federal Credit Union and Richard Wunderlich, and Clinton County.
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Photos from Recent Events

The Association enjoyed hosting a group of travel writers
from New York City this past February. The tour was

organized by the Adirondack Coast Visitors Bureau. Jan

Couture, CCHA Secretary and Education Committee
Chair is pictured here touring our visitors

arormd the Museum

Geri Faweau and William Laundry, CCHA Trustees seen

wearing their community outreach hats for CCHA at

April's Most on the Coast. On the far left, Sandra Geddes,

City of Plattsburgh Events Coordinator is responsible for
leading this event, which is in it's second year.

This year marked the 9th Amual Museum Days weekend

in Clinton County. CCHA volunteers hosted approximately
150 visitors 161e,rghout the weekend. Jim Bailey, CCHA
Trustee can be seen here sharing some history with our

visitors in the Destination Gallery.

CCHA Trustees greet potential volunteers at this year's first
Discover Service event organized by the City ofPlattsburgh.

We are always looking to expand our pool of volunteers!
There is aplace for everyone! If you would like to get

involved, please contact the museum at 518-561-0340.

Sixty 4th graders from Saranac Elementary School visited
the CCHA and Museum Campus this past April. Their

visit was the culmination of a 4-part educational outreach
program lead by Jan Couture, Saranac Town Historian.

This project was funded by a grant from the Lake Cham-
plain Basin Program and presented by the CCIIA.

Julie Dowd, CCIIA Trustee meets with one of our face-

book friends, Guy Stephenson. Guy has been following the

Association's "Clinton County, NY, Civil War Record:

186l to 1865" Facebook page from the start! Guy is a
Trustee at the Wilnington County Historical Association
and has expressed geat interest in our 2015 publication,

Clinton County Civil Wqr Record: 1861-1865.

I
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New in the Museum Shop Spring/Summer 2016
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Death Ride - A Little Boy's Night of Terror (Tom & Becky Hattenburg - $19.99)
Prison Break- The Story That Captivated A Nation (Press Republican - $14.95)
Strictly a Loner - My Life And Times With Plattsburgh's Poorest Millionaire (Kathy Baumgarten
$1o.es)
Marilyn And The Magic Closet (Gordie Little - $20.00)
CD -As Dannemora Slept (Joyce Venne Wolf - $8.00)
Map - A Romance Map of the Northern Gateway (1968 - $8.50)
Tote - Clinton County Historical Museum ($9.00)

Contact the Association if you are interested in ordering any of the 170+ titles available in the
Museum Shop. A complete list of merchandise can be found online by visiting
www.clintoncountyhistorical. org. Shippirg, handling and tax may apply.


